Gospel-Centered Joy: Meditations from Philippians One 

A Joy That Mocks Death 

(Phil. 1:19-30)

Main Point: Relishing the supremacy of Jesus Christ in this life prevents us from relinquishing our joy in the face of death because . . . 

I. Death is Deliverance for Us (vv. 19-21)

II. Uncertainty is Unimportant to Us (vv. 22-26) 

III. Opposition is Orchestrated for Us (vv. 27-30) 

Gospel-Centered Joy: Meditations from Philippians One 

A Joy That Mocks Death 

(Phil. 1:19-30)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. In what way(s) does verse 19 show us that Paul affirmed the absolute sovereignty of God and the usefulness of prayer? How do you reconcile these two biblical truths? Have you ever struggled with the question of why prayer is necessary if God ordains all things? If so, how did you process it? 

2. In what way(s) do Paul’s words in verse 20 display his Christ-centered joy in the face of death? What is the connection between Christ being exalted and Paul’s experience of joy? 

3. The Westminster Shorter Catechism begins this way: What is the chief end of man? To glorify God and enjoy him forever. In what ways do you see this playing out for Paul in verse 21? In your own words, explain what Paul means when he says, “To live is Christ.” 

4. In what way(s) does verse 23 affirm that deceased believers immediately enter into the presence of the Lord? How does this proposition serve to bolster our faith in times of trouble or suffering? 

5. Read verses 20-26 and answer the following questions: Did Paul actually have the ability to “choose” life or death at his own discretion? In what way(s) do you see Paul dealing with uncertainty in this passage? How is Paul’s method of dealing with uncertainty different than your own? 

6. What does it mean to live in a manner “worthy of the gospel of Christ” (v. 27)? Since our worthiness (i.e., justification) is found in the imputed righteousness of Christ, why does Paul seem to exhort us to pursue a certain lifestyle (cf. Phil. 3:20)? 

7. What does Paul call the Philippian believers to do in verses 27-28? What is the uniting force in all of this? What is fueling their fearlessness in the face of opposition? 

8. In what way(s) is verse 29 crucial to understanding how Christians can maintain joy in the face of suffering and/or death? How can viewing suffering as a gift from God impact how we live our lives? How has God orchestrated suffering in your life to produce Christ-likeness? 

Praise To The Lord The Almighty   

Joachim Neander/Catherine Winkworth/Stralsund Gesangbuch

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!

All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;

Join me in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things, so wondrously reigneth,

Shelters thee under His wings, yes, so gently sustaineth!

Hast Thou not seen how all thy longings have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee

Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do

If with His love He befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him.

Let the amen sound from His people again:
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Jesus, Thank You 

Pat Sczebel 

The mystery of the cross I cannot comprehend

The agonies of Calvary

You the perfect holy One crushed Your son,

Drank the bitter cup reserved for me

Chorus

Your blood has washed away my sin, 

Jesus Thank You

The Father's wrath completely satisfied; 

Jesus, Thank you

Once your enemy, now seated at your table, 

Jesus, Thank You

By your perfect sacrifice I've been brought near, 

Your enemy you've made your friend

Pouring out the riches of your glorious grace

Your mercy and your kindness know no end

Chorus 2x

Bridge

Lover of my soul, I want to live for you (repeat 3x)

Chorus 2x
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Speak, O Lord

Keith Getty/Stuart Townend

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You
To receive the food of Your Holy Word
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 
All Your purposes for Your glory

Teach us, Lord, full obedience,
Holy reverence, true humility;
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
In the radiance of Your purity
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority
Words of pow'r that can never fail
Let their truth prevail over unbelief

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time
That will echo down through eternity
And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises,
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us
Speak, O Lord, ’til Your church is built
And the earth is filled with Your glory
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