A Gospel-Centered Joy: Final Meditations from Philippians One 

A Joy That Gives Thanks 

(Phil. 1:1-11)
Main Point: The effects of God’s grace in the church produces a joy that gives thanks for…
I. Partnering in the Ministry of the Gospel (vv. 1-6)

II. Partaking in the Grace of the Gospel (vv. 7-8)

III. Progressing in the Fruit of the Gospel (vv. 9-11)
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Read and compare Paul’s words in Galatians 1 and Philippians 1. What is different? Why? How would you describe the tone and feel of Philippians 1?  

2. In verse 1, Paul says that he thanks God in his remembrance of the Philippian believers. Why does he tell them (i.e., individuals in the church) what he says in his private prayer time? Where else in Paul’s introductions does he do this? Why is it helpful for the Christians to whom he is writing to know what he (Paul) thanks God for? 

3. Why does Paul pray for the Philippian Christians “with joy” (v. 4)? 

4. In verse 6, Paul expresses great confidence regarding the final perseverance of the Philippian believers. What gives him such confidence in the genuineness of their faith? How do you explain the interplay between God’s sovereignty (i.e., “He who began a good work [salvation]in you”) and Paul’s observance of their (i.e., Christians) personal acts of obedience, love, and piety? 

5. Review today’s passage (Phil. 1:1-11) and note the use of words such as grace, gospel, Jesus Christ, etc. How do these words support the title of this series (i.e., Gospel-Centered Joy)? In what way(s) is Paul’s joy anchored in the Person and work of Jesus Christ? 

6. In your own words, explain what Paul is aiming at when he says that he prays that their “love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment” (v. 9)?

7. Describe a time when you were greatly encouraged by the evidence of God’s grace in another Christian’s life. What did you see that gave you joy? How did your joy return to God in praise and honor? How can you follow Paul’s example and seek new ways to praise God by noting his grace in the lives of other believers? How will you tell them about your gospel-centered joy?   
Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing

Robert Robinson/John Wyeth/Robert Robinson
Come Thou fount of every blessing

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace

Streams of mercy never ceasing

Call for songs of loudest praise

Teach me some melodious sonnet

Sung by flaming tongues above

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it

Mount of Thy redeeming love

Hitherto Thy love has blessed me

Thou hast brought me to this place

And I know Thy hand will bring me

Safely home by Thy good grace

Jesus sought me when a stranger

Wandering from the fold of God

He to rescue me from danger

Interposed His precious blood

Oh to grace how great a debtor

Daily I'm constrained to be

Let Thy goodness like a fetter

Bind my wandering heart to Thee

Prone to wander Lord I feel it

Prone to leave the God I love

Here's my heart O take and seal it

Seal it for Thy courts above

Oh that day when freed from sinning

I shall see Thy lovely face

Full arrayed in blood-washed linen

How I'll sing Thy sovereign grace

Come my Lord no longer tarry

Bring Thy promises to pass

For I know Thy pow'r will keep me

Till I'm home with Thee at last

Come, my Lord, no longer tarry

Bring Thy promises to pass

For I know Thy pow'r will keep me 

'Til I'm home with Thee at last
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Christ Is Mine Forevermore

Jonny Robinson/Rich Thompson

Mine are days that God has numbered

I was made to walk with Him

Yet I look for worldly treasure

And forsake the King of kings

But mine is hope in my Redeemer

Though I fall, His love is sure

For Christ has paid for every failing

I am His forevermore

Mine are tears in times of sorrow

Darkness not yet understood

Through the valley, I must travel

Where I see no earthly good

But mine is peace that flows from heaven

And the strength in times of need

I know my pain will not be wasted

Christ completes His work in me

Mine are days here as a stranger

Pilgrim on a narrow way

One with Christ I will encounter

Harm and hatred for His name

But mine is armour for this battle

Strong enough to last the war

And He has said He will deliver

Safely to the golden shore

And mine are keys to Zion city

Where beside the King I walk

For there my heart has found its treasure

Christ is mine forevermore

Bridge

Come rejoice now, O my soul

For His love is my reward

Fear is gone and hope is sure

Christ is mine forevermore!

X3 

And mine are more, 

Christ is mind forever more

Christ is mine forever more
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