False Teachers: The Foes of Godly Living pt. 1 

(2 Peter 2:1-10a)

“The raw material for a devil is an angel. The raw material for the son of perdition was an apostle. And the raw material for the most horrible of apostates is one who is almost a saint.”

(Charles H. Spurgeon) 

Main Point: False teachers are real threats to Christian godliness and perseverance. Therefore, believers should know . . . 

I. The Origin of False Teachers (v. 1)

II. The Agenda of False Teachers (vv. 2-3a)

III. The Fate of False Teachers (vv. 3b-10a)
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Read Deuteronomy 13:1-5. What purpose did false prophets serve under the sovereign oversight of God? How were the people commanded to respond to them? How does this passage shed light on Peter’s words in today’s passage? 

2. According to 2 Peter 2:1, from where do the false teachers originate? Can you think of specific examples from church history that follow this pattern? What was the outcome for those individuals? 

3. In what way(s) does Peter describe the actions of these false teachers? In what way(s) does Peter describe the character of these false teachers? 

4. Peter’s words in verse 1 have troubled many theologians commentators (i.e., “even denying the Master who bought them”). How does the rest of today’s passage support the idea that these false teachers only appeared to be born again when they were actually unregenerate? Explain how the following cross references help support this conclusion – Matthew 7:21-23; 1 John 2:18-27; Jude 3-4.  

5. Read and compare today’s passage with Jude’s tiny epistle. What is similar? How are they complimentary? How are they different? 

6. Why do you think that warnings such as Peter’s (i.e., 2 Peter 2:1-10) are needed today? How have you or someone you know been negatively affected by a false teacher? After studying today’s passage, how will you seek to discern if someone is a false teacher? How should the certainty of God’s judgment upon false teachers strengthen and comfort believers? 

His Mercy Is More

Matt Papa/Matt Boswell

What love could remember, no wrongs we have done

Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum

Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam

What Father so tender is calling us home

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

 

What riches of kindness He lavished on us

His blood was the payment His life was the cost

We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

 

Praise the Lord

His mercy is more

Stronger than darkness

New every morn’

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more
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It Is Well With My Soul

Horatio G. Spafford/P.P. Bliss

When peace like a river, 

Attendeth my way,

When sorrows, like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, 

Thou hast taught me to say,

"It is well, It is well, with my soul"

It is well, with my soul,

It is well, It is well, with my soul

Tho’ Satan should buffet,

Tho’ trials should come, 

Let this blest assurance control,

That Christ hath regarded

My helpless estate,

And hath shed His own blood for my soul

Chorus

My sin, O the bliss 

Of this glorious thought,

My sin-not in part but the whole

Is nailed to the cross 

And I bear it no more

Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, 

O my soul!

Chorus

And, Lord haste the day 

When my faith shall be sight,

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;

The trump shall resound 

And the Lord shall descend,

"Even so" it is well with my soul

Chorus
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